b PUGETSOUND
st @) PARTNERSHIP

R, N
) N
BTmeNT OF C©

-~____ e

eZSIOIIn:gLWaéhangton s Estuar:es

l A == 7
1 24 _mg, = rm J/e =

A ‘i'ive’rnor s Counc1l on Goaff 3=

Lk ev-"

< ] o = T 1 1 " =] .-”E\ | -
P o ﬂ'"“‘ VISR AVA D - = = =, R
g\’ =W 3 5 —l n’ S twl | "t”"." S\ & '”,‘ | 4 T8 1 e e AR & ke -:'Eh:lt; i
e A Y r s ; | S
Vs J < I 1 il 15 ", - A N e ..__ o G ~ )
" . = 1/ | H ;» it )

Jay Krienitz, WDI'W Estuary and Salmon Restoratlon Prog m Manager T
Todd Hass, Puget Sound Partnershlp, Implementatlon Manager "
Paul'Cereghino, NOAA Restoration Center: J

Commlssmner Ron Wesen,Skagit .County

April 2015



Why Value Estuaries & Restoration?

Multi-billion dollar
Industries:
recreation & tourism
salmon and shellfish
fisheries

Average of 17 local jobs are
created per $1 million
invested in restoration
programs like ESRP and
PSAR (Washington OFM 2014)

*ESRP = Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program; PSAR = Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration



Why Prioritize Estuary Restoration?

* Endangered salmon —irreplaceable habitat

* Migratory birds - feeding and resting

* Biodiversity — unique fish and wildlife habitats

* Historical construction of dikes, levees, and
ports has converted habitat and altered
sustaining physical processes

* Rare opportunity for large-scale
restoration with multiple benefits
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Restoration Targets

(4.4.e.) “Increase the acreage of Puget Sound estuaries restored in the
16 major rivers from 2,260 acres between 2006 and 2012; and
to 5028 by 2016”

Estuary Acres Lost
Since Turn of
Century
59,399



Restoration Targets

(4.4.e.) “Increase the acreage of Puget Sound estuaries restored in the
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Puget Sound’s River Deltas
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Eelgrass Focus Areas
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Elwha Delta
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Coordinated Investment
A Lean Opportunity
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Floodplains by Design

« REDUCING RISK, RESTORING RIVERS -
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Federal Funding Opportunity

Puget Sound

Nearshore Ecosystem
<y Restoration Project (PSNERP)

7 DELTA SITES
1) Beaconsfield Feeder Bluff

2) Deepwater Slough

3) Deer Harbor Estuary

4) Dugualla Bay

5) Everett Marshland

6) Livingston Bay

7) Milltown Island Phased OVér
8) Nooksack River Delta 20 yea rs-s

9) North Fork Skagit River Delta

10) Telegraph Slough

11) Spencer Island




Complex Challenges

Locals tell us there are six
ingredients for success
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Fostering Innovation

Supportive
Coordinated

State and Federal
Policies

Local
“Situation Teams”




Tidal Marsh Habitats - 2014
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What is needed for the future?

1. “Coordinated Investment”
= Farm, Fish and Flood Initiative (Skagit)
" Snohomish Sustainable Lands Strategy
= Nooksack SWIF/Restoration Integration

2. Grant Administration Streamlining
= “Lean” management opportunity
" Support multiple benefit projects

3. Thank you for being a champion for restoration
of “agricultural estuaries” nationally and locally



Reciprocity

Stewardship of fisheries becomes part
of an agricultural land ethic

Stewardship of agriculture becomes
part of an ecosystem restoration ethic



Ron Wesen
Skagit County Commissioner



